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again, when this becomes effective next session you w i l l
have an opportunity to make any adjustments you feel are
n ecessary b a se d on t he R u l e s Committee discussions and
regulations that they come out with. The Rules Committee
itself will have a chance to make c hanges to t h e co d e a t
t hat po in t i n t i me . So that is essentially how it will
work. I think that not only the substantive provisions but
the symbolism of this par ticular code i s ex tremely
important. It is ext remely important to avoid all
appearances of impropriety and many of the provisions of
this code are directed not just towards impropriety but
towards t he appe a r a nces of impropriety. You h ave an
opportunity today to create the very highest ethical
standards for this body that exist anywhere i n t h e n a t i o n .
You can d o t h at t od a y. Let's go through a little b i t a n d
talk about the substantive provisions one by one. The f i r st
t hree ar e g en e r a l i n nature. They are taken from, as I
mentioned before, the U.S. House of Representatives Code.
"A Member of the legislature shall conduct himself or
herself at all t imes in a manner which shall ref l ec t
creditably on the legislature." Item two, adhering to the
spirit and the letter of the Rules of the Legislature. I tem
three, not receiving compensation in return for your vote.
And t h e n you g et down t o i tem four and I want to
particularly address your attention to item four because it
will change the way your social life is conducted for most
of us at least in the Legislature. It says that,"A Member
of the Legislature shall not accept gifts other than
personal hospitality of an individual at his or her home, or
other than the pe rsonal hospi t a l i t y o f a n onprof i t
organization when such hospitality is also extended to a
substantial portion of the membership of the organization,
shall not receive gifts from any p e r s o n o r o r g an i z a t i o n
having a dir ect interest in legislation be fore the
Legis l a t u r e . " And an y p er son w ho is c lassified as a
lobbyist is a person who has a direct interest in matters
before the Legislature. It then goes on to define what
"gifts" means and ties that definition t o t h e de f i n i t i o n
contained in the N ebraska Pol i t i ca l Ac cou n t a b i l i t y and
Disclosure Act. And then it goes on to state that if any
member of the Legislature unknowingly accepts a gift, then
it is the obligation of that member to return the gift, or
if that is not p ossible,to reimburse the donor for the
value of the gift. This amendment was designed t o d o
basically this, to end the practice of members of the
Legislature having their meals paid for by lobbyists. But I
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